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will suspend, verifiably suspend their enrich-
ment activities, in which case, the United 
States will come to the table. And we believe 
time is of the essence. Should they continue 
to stall, we will then discuss the con-
sequences of their stalling. And one of those 
consequences, of course, would be some kind 
of sanction program. 

But now is the time for the Iranians to 
come to the table. And that’s what we dis-
cussed. 

President Chirac. For the past 2 days, 
I’ve had the opportunity to speak very clearly 
on the subject—at least I hope I’ve been very 
clear—and let me take this opportunity once 
again to say that the present views of the 
United States and I again see eye to eye on 
this one. I totally agree with President Bush. 
We are both determined to push forward on 
this one, to move ahead in a constructive 
manner. And the first thing we need to do 
is to find a solution so that, indeed—and end 
be put to the uranium enrichment activity 
being engaged in, and then we can move on 
to finding solutions to the other problems 
that arise and stem from this issue. 

President Bush. Final question. Do you 
want to call on somebody? 

[At this point, a question was asked in 
French, and no translation was provided.] 

President Chirac. There never has been 
any ambiguity as to the positions adopted re-
spectively by the Europeans, by the six, by 
the United States, and in particular by 
France. We have always said very clearly that 
any negotiations—and let’s face it; this is the 
normal course of events; this negotiation is 
the normal way in which one expects to ad-
dress and, indeed, settle, solve such a thorny 
issue as this one—that negotiations are the 
way we are heading. 

Nonetheless, we have equally said that we 
cannot have negotiations if we do not have 
prior suspension, on the one hand, of ura-
nium enrichment activity on the part of Iran, 
and on the other, on the part of the six, the 
agreement not to approach the Security 
Council on this matter, in particular, this will 
include the possibility of examining a sanc-
tion program. 

I think this has been said abundantly clear-
ly time and again, and I do not really under-

stand what kind of controversy has arisen or 
misunderstanding could have crept in, inso-
far as this, as I said, has been repeatedly said. 
Maybe it’s due to a lack of understanding 
of the situation, but there’s no ambiguity on 
our side. 

President Bush. Thank you, Jacques. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. President Chirac spoke in 
French, and his remarks were translated by an 
interpreter. 

Remarks to the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York City 
September 19, 2006 

Mr. Secretary-General, Madam President, 
distinguished delegates, and ladies and gen-
tlemen, I want to thank you for the privilege 
of speaking to this General Assembly. 

Last week, America and the world marked 
the fifth anniversary of the attacks that filled 
another September morning with death and 
suffering. On that terrible day, extremists 
killed nearly 3,000 innocent people, includ-
ing citizens of dozens of nations represented 
right here in this chamber. Since then, the 
enemies of humanity have continued their 
campaign of murder. Al Qaida and those in-
spired by its extremist ideology have attacked 
more than two dozen nations. And recently 
a different group of extremists deliberately 
provoked a terrible conflict in Lebanon. At 
the start of the 21st century, it is clear that 
the world is engaged in a great ideological 
struggle between extremists who use terror 
as a weapon to create fear and moderate peo-
ple who work for peace. 

Five years ago, I stood at this podium and 
called on the community of nations to defend 
civilization and build a more hopeful future. 
This is still the great challenge of our time; 
it is the calling of our generation. This morn-
ing I want to speak about the more hopeful 
world that is within our reach, a world be-
yond terror, where ordinary men and women 
are free to determine their own destiny, 
where the voices of moderation are empow-
ered, and where the extremists are 
marginalized by the peaceful majority. This 
world can be ours if we seek it and if we 
work together. 
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The principles of this world beyond terror 
can be found in the very first sentence of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
This document declares that the ‘‘equal and 
inalienable rights of all members of the 
human family is the foundation of freedom 
and justice and peace in the world.’’ One of 
the authors of this document was a Lebanese 
diplomat named Charles Malik, who would 
go on to become President of this Assembly. 
Mr. Malik insisted that these principles apply 
equally to all people of all regions, of all reli-
gions, including the men and women of the 
Arab world that was his home. 

In the nearly six decades since that docu-
ment was approved, we have seen the forces 
of freedom and moderation transform entire 
continents. Sixty years after a terrible war, 
Europe is now whole, free, and at peace— 
and Asia has seen freedom progress and hun-
dreds of millions of people lifted out of des-
perate poverty. The words of the Universal 
Declaration are as true today as they were 
when they were written. As liberty flourishes, 
nations grow in tolerance and hope and 
peace. And we’re seeing that bright future 
begin to take root in the broader Middle 
East. 

Some of the changes in the Middle East 
have been dramatic, and we see the results 
in this chamber. Five years ago, Afghanistan 
was ruled by the brutal Taliban regime, and 
its seat in this body was contested. Now this 
seat is held by the freely elected Government 
of Afghanistan, which is represented today 
by President Karzai. Five years ago, Iraq’s 
seat in this body was held by a dictator who 
killed his citizens, invaded his neighbors, and 
showed his contempt for the world by 
defying more than a dozen U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. Now Iraq’s seat is held 
by a democratic Government that embodies 
the aspirations of the Iraq people, rep-
resented today by President Talabani. With 
these changes, more than 50 million people 
have been given a voice in this chamber for 
the first time in decades. 

Some of the changes in the Middle East 
are happening gradually, but they are real. 
Algeria has held its first competitive Presi-
dential election, and the military remained 
neutral. The United Arab Emirates recently 
announced that half of its seats in the Federal 

National Council will be chosen by elections. 
Kuwait held elections in which women were 
allowed to vote and run for office for the 
first time. Citizens have voted in municipal 
elections in Saudi Arabia, in parliamentary 
elections in Jordan and Bahrain, and in 
multiparty Presidential elections in Yemen 
and Egypt. These are important steps, and 
the governments should continue to move 
forward with other reforms that show they 
trust their people. Every nation that travels 
the road to freedom moves at a different 
pace, and the democracies they build will re-
flect their own culture and traditions. But the 
destination is the same, a free society where 
people live at peace with each other and at 
peace with the world. 

Some have argued that the democratic 
changes we’re seeing in the Middle East are 
destabilizing the region. This argument rests 
on a false assumption that the Middle East 
was stable to begin with. The reality is that 
the stability we thought we saw in the Middle 
East was a mirage. For decades, millions of 
men and women in the region have been 
trapped in oppression and hopelessness. And 
these conditions left a generation disillu-
sioned and made this region a breeding 
ground for extremism. 

Imagine what it’s like to be a young person 
living in a country that is not moving toward 
reform. You’re 21 years old, and while your 
peers in other parts of the world are casting 
their ballots for the first time, you are power-
less to change the course of your govern-
ment. While your peers in other parts of the 
world have received educations that prepare 
them for the opportunities of a global econ-
omy, you have been fed propaganda and con-
spiracy theories that blame others for your 
country’s shortcomings. And everywhere you 
turn, you hear extremists who tell you that 
you can escape your misery and regain your 
dignity through violence and terror and mar-
tyrdom. For many across the broader Middle 
East, this is the dismal choice presented 
every day. 

Every civilized nation, including those in 
the Muslim world, must support those in the 
region who are offering a more hopeful alter-
native. We know that when people have a 
voice in their future, they are less likely to 
blow themselves up in suicide attacks. We 
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know that when leaders are accountable to 
their people, they are more likely to seek na-
tional greatness in the achievements of their 
citizens, rather than in terror and conquest. 
So we must stand with democratic leaders 
and moderate reformers across the broader 
Middle East. We must give them—voice to 
the hopes of decent men and women who 
want for their children the same things we 
want for ours. We must seek stability through 
a free and just Middle East where the ex-
tremists are marginalized by millions of citi-
zens in control of their own destinies. 

Today I’d like to speak directly to the peo-
ple across the broader Middle East: My 
country desires peace. Extremists in your 
midst spread propaganda claiming that the 
West is engaged in a war against Islam. This 
propaganda is false, and its purpose is to con-
fuse you and justify acts of terror. We respect 
Islam, but we will protect our people from 
those who pervert Islam to sow death and 
destruction. Our goal is to help you build a 
more tolerant and hopeful society that hon-
ors people of all faiths and promotes the 
peace. 

To the people of Iraq: Nearly 12 million 
of you braved the car bombers and assassins 
last December to vote in free elections. The 
world saw you hold up purple ink-stained fin-
gers, and your courage filled us with admira-
tion. You’ve stood firm in the face of horren-
dous acts of terror and sectarian violence, 
and we will not abandon you in your struggle 
to build a free nation. America and our coali-
tion partners will continue to stand with the 
democratic Government you elected. We will 
continue to help you secure the international 
assistance and investment you need to create 
jobs and opportunity, working with the 
United Nations and through the Inter-
national Compact with Iraq endorsed here 
in New York yesterday. We will continue to 
train those of you who stepped forward to 
fight the enemies of freedom. We will not 
yield the future of your country to terrorists 
and extremists. In return, your leaders must 
rise to the challenges your country is facing 
and make difficult choices to bring security 
and prosperity. Working together, we will 
help your democracy succeed, so it can be-
come a beacon of hope for millions in the 
Muslim world. 

To the people of Afghanistan: Together we 
overthrew the Taliban regime that brought 
misery into your lives and harbored terrorists 
who brought death to the citizens of many 
nations. Since then, we have watched you 
choose your leaders in free elections and 
build a democratic government. You can be 
proud of these achievements. We respect 
your courage and your determination to live 
in peace and freedom, and we will continue 
to stand with you to defend your democratic 
gains. Today, forces from more than 40 coun-
tries, including members of the NATO Alli-
ance, are bravely serving side by side with 
you against the extremists who want to bring 
down the free Government you’ve estab-
lished. We’ll help you defeat these enemies 
and build a free Afghanistan that will never 
again oppress you or be a safe haven for ter-
rorists. 

To the people of Lebanon: Last year, you 
inspired the world when you came out into 
the streets to demand your independence 
from Syrian dominance. You drove Syrian 
forces from your country, and you reestab-
lished democracy. Since then, you have been 
tested by the fighting that began with 
Hizballah’s unprovoked attacks on Israel. 
Many of you have seen your homes and your 
communities caught in crossfire. We see your 
suffering, and the world is helping you to re-
build your country and helping you deal with 
the armed extremists who are undermining 
your democracy by acting as a state within 
a state. The United Nations has passed a 
good resolution that has authorized an inter-
national force, led by France and Italy, to 
help you restore Lebanese sovereignty over 
Lebanese soil. For many years, Lebanon was 
a model of democracy and pluralism and 
openness in the region—and it will be again. 

To the people of Iran: The United States 
respects you; we respect your country. We 
admire your rich history, your vibrant cul-
ture, and your many contributions to civiliza-
tion. You deserve an opportunity to deter-
mine your own future, an economy that re-
wards your intelligence and your talents, and 
a society that allows you to fulfill your tre-
mendous potential. The greatest obstacle to 
this future is that your rulers have chosen 
to deny you liberty and to use your nation’s 
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resources to fund terrorism and fuel extre-
mism and pursue nuclear weapons. The 
United Nations has passed a clear resolution 
requiring that the regime in Tehran meet its 
international obligations. Iran must abandon 
its nuclear weapons ambitions. Despite what 
the regime tells you, we have no objection 
to Iran’s pursuit of a truly peaceful nuclear 
power program. We’re working toward a dip-
lomatic solution to this crisis. And as we do, 
we look to the day when you can live in free-
dom and America and Iran can be good 
friends and close partners in the cause of 
peace. 

To the people of Syria: Your land is home 
to a great people with a proud tradition of 
learning and commerce. Today, your rulers 
have allowed your country to become a cross-
road for terrorism. In your midst, Hamas and 
Hizballah are working to destabilize the re-
gion, and your Government is turning your 
country into a tool of Iran. This is increasing 
your country’s isolation from the world. Your 
Government must choose a better way for-
ward by ending its support for terror and liv-
ing in peace with your neighbors and opening 
the way to a better life for you and your fami-
lies. 

To the people of Darfur: You have suf-
fered unspeakable violence, and my nation 
has called these atrocities what they are— 
genocide. For the last 2 years, America 
joined with the international community to 
provide emergency food aid and support for 
an African Union peacekeeping force. Yet 
your suffering continues. The world must 
step forward to provide additional humani-
tarian aid, and we must strengthen the Afri-
can Union force that has done good work 
but is not strong enough to protect you. The 
Security Council has approved a resolution 
that would transform the African Union force 
into a blue-helmeted force that is larger and 
more robust. To increase its strength and ef-
fectiveness, NATO nations should provide lo-
gistics and other support. The regime in 
Khartoum is stopping the deployment of this 
force. If the Sudanese Government does not 
approve this peacekeeping force quickly, the 
United Nations must act. Your lives and the 
credibility of the United Nations is at stake. 
So today I’m announcing that I’m naming a 
Presidential special envoy, former USAID 

Administrator Andrew Natsios, to lead Amer-
ica’s efforts to resolve the outstanding dis-
putes and help bring peace to your land. 

The world must also stand up for peace 
in the Holy Land. I’m committed to two 
democratic states, Israel and Palestine, living 
side by side in peace and security. I’m com-
mitted to a Palestinian state that has terri-
torial integrity and will live peacefully with 
the Jewish state of Israel. This is the vision 
set forth in the roadmap, and helping the 
parties reach this goal is one of the great ob-
jectives of my Presidency. The Palestinian 
people have suffered from decades of cor-
ruption and violence and the daily humilia-
tion of occupation. Israeli citizens have en-
dured brutal acts of terrorism and constant 
fear of attack since the birth of their nation. 
Many brave men and women have made the 
commitment to peace. Yet extremists in the 
region are stirring up hatred and trying to 
prevent these moderate voices from pre-
vailing. 

This struggle is unfolding in the Pales-
tinian territories. Earlier this year, the Pales-
tinian people voted in a free election. The 
leaders of Hamas campaigned on a platform 
of ending corruption and improving the lives 
of the Palestinian people, and they prevailed. 
The world is waiting to see whether the 
Hamas Government will follow through on 
its promises or pursue an extremist agenda. 
The world has sent a clear message to the 
leaders of Hamas: Serve the interests of the 
Palestinian people; abandon terror; recognize 
Israel’s right to exist; honor agreements; and 
work for peace. 

President Abbas is committed to peace 
and to his people’s aspirations for a state of 
their own. Prime Minister Olmert is com-
mitted to peace and has said he intends to 
meet with President Abbas to make real 
progress on the outstanding issues between 
them. I believe peace can be achieved and 
that a democratic Palestinian state is possible. 
I hear from leaders in the region who want 
to help. I’ve directed Secretary of State Rice 
to lead a diplomatic effort to engage mod-
erate leaders across the region, to help the 
Palestinians reform their security services 
and support Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
in their efforts to come together to resolve 
their differences. Prime Minister Blair has 
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indicated that his country will work with part-
ners in Europe to help strengthen the gov-
erning institutions of the Palestinian adminis-
tration. We welcome his initiative. Countries 
like Saudi Arabia and Jordan and Egypt have 
made clear they’re willing to contribute the 
diplomatic and financial assistance necessary 
to help these efforts succeed. I’m optimistic 
that by supporting the forces of democracy 
and moderation, we can help Israelis and Pal-
estinians build a more hopeful future and 
achieve the peace in a Holy Land we all want. 

Freedom, by its nature, cannot be im-
posed—it must be chosen. From Beirut to 
Baghdad, people are making the choice for 
freedom. And the nations gathered in this 
chamber must make a choice as well: Will 
we support the moderates and reformers 
who are working for change across the Mid-
dle East, or will we yield the future to the 
terrorists and extremists? America has made 
its choice: We will stand with the moderates 
and reformers. 

Recently a courageous group of Arab and 
Muslim intellectuals wrote me a letter. In it, 
they said this: ‘‘The shore of reform is the 
only one on which any lights appear, even 
though the journey demands courage and pa-
tience and perseverance.’’ The United Na-
tions was created to make that journey pos-
sible. Together we must support the dreams 
of good and decent people who are working 
to transform a troubled region, and by doing 
so, we will advance the high ideals on which 
this institution was founded. 

Thank you for your time. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in the 
General Assembly Hall. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations; Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa, 
President, 61st Session of the U.N. General As-
sembly; President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; 
former President Saddam Hussein and President 
Jalal Talabani of Iraq; President Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel; and Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations in New York City 
September 19, 2006 

Mr. Secretary-General, distinguished 
members of the United Nations community, 
Your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 
we’re proud to welcome you here to our 
country. 

I’m pleased to be with you at the 61st ses-
sion of the United Nations General Assem-
bly, this year under the President—under the 
leadership of President Sheikha Khalifa from 
Bahrain, the first woman from the Middle 
East to serve in this position. We welcome 
her presence on the podium. 

Mr. Secretary-General, it is appropriate 
that we offer you a toast today, a toast based 
upon our gratitude for your 10 years of serv-
ice to this important body. We need to toast 
your compassion, when the world saw the 
United Nations respond to natural disasters. 
We need to toast your desire for peace. We 
need to toast the fact that you’re a hard work-
er. For those of you who have had the honor 
of taking phone calls from Kofi Annan, you 
know that he’s not always calling from the 
same address. I’ve talked to him a lot of times 
during my time as President, and a lot of 
times my discussions with him came from 
when he was in faraway places, because he 
cares deeply about the world. 

We need to toast the fact that he loves 
his wife, and his wife loves him. We need 
to toast the fact that he is a decent, honorable 
man. We need to raise our glasses to 10 years 
of extraordinary service and be thankful that 
a man such as Kofi Annan was willing to 
stand up and serve the cause of justice and 
peace. 

And so now if you’ll join me in a toast to 
a good man and a good friend, and we ask 
for God’s blessings on you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:14 p.m. at the 
United Nations headquarters. In his remarks, he 
referred to Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa, 
President, 61st Session of the U.N. General As-
sembly; and Nane Maria Annan, wife of Secretary- 
General Annan. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Secretary-General Annan. A tape was 
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